Brief report of  Madikeri Taluk :
1. Introduction:

The taluk is predominantly a forest land. Coffee, Cardamom, Pepper, Paddy, Orange, and Honey are the major material resources of the taluk.  Coffee Plantation work is the major activity in the region.  About 38% of total industries registered in the taluk are wood, agro and food based industries.  There is slow pace of industrialization in the taluk due to lack of entrepreneurship and industrial infrastructure.

a. Location: Madikeri taluk is bounded by Dakshina Kannada district in the North West, Kerala State in the South, Somwarpet taluk., in the North East and Virajpet in the south east.

b. Climate: The taluk has three seasons namely Rainy, Winter and Summer seasons.  Rainy season commences from June  to September, Winter season from  December to February and Summer season from March to May.  There will be heavy downpour during the rainy season.  Winter season is very pleasant in this region attracting tourists from all over the world.

c. Population:  As per 2001 census the total population of the taluk was 142012.  Male population was 70987, which accounts to 49.99% while the female population was 71025, which accounts to 50.01 % of the total population of the taluk.  Out of the above 109516 persons i.e 77.12 % live in rural areas, while 32496 persons i.e. 22.88% live in urban area.  The density of population in the taluk is 97 persons per Sq.km, which is less than the district average of 133 persons per Sq.km.

d. Strategic advantages:   Availability for natural resources such as Agro and Forest resources,  availability of water, presence of  tourist spots are the  strategic advantages of the taluk.   
2. Resource Endowment in the Taluk: 

a.  Human Resources: 
As per 2001 census the total population of the taluk was 142012.  Male population was 70987, which accounts to 49.99% while the female population was 71025, which accounts to 50.01 % of the total population of the taluk.  Literacy rate is high in the taluk. The literacy rate is high in the case of Males (88.09%) than Females (79.30%).  Total literacy rate in the taluk is 83.69%.  Literacy rate of the taluk is higher than that of the district level rate (78.17)

 b. Agricultural Resources: Agriculture is one of the main activities in the taluk.  

i. Food crops: Paddy is the major agricultural crop grown in this region, covering an area of 8312 Ha.with production of 33248 Tonnes 

ii. Commercial Crops: Major Commercial crop grown in the taluk is Coffee.  Most of the people are engaged in Coffee plantation work, which is the backbone of the economic scenario of the taluk.   Coffee plantation in Madikeri taluk covers an area of 20675 Hectares comprising of  Arabica and Robusta.   

c. Horticultural  Resources
i. Fruits: 
Banana is the major type of fruit produced in the taluk (3660 T).  Citrus varieties are the next major fruit crop with production of 1700 T which includes lemon (100 T) and Orange(1600 T).   
ii. Plantation crops: Cashew (1800 T) and Arecanut (812.50 T)are the major plantation crops in the taluk.  
iii. Spice crops: Ginger is the major spice crop grown in the taluk with annual production of 9000 T

d. Forest resources: About 33% of the total geographical area of the taluk is covered by forest with an area of  47514 Hectares and is endowed with rich forest resources.  Major forest produces are Rosewood, Teakwood, Honne, Nandi, Wildjack and Bamboo.  Minor forest produces include Soap nut, Honey, Wax, Tree mass etc.
e. Animal Husbandry Resources:  As on 31.3.2005 total animal population in the taluk counts to 74743 numbers comprising of Cows, Buffaloes, Sheeps, Goats and Pigs.  Cows contribute to major share in number (35363).  Out of total cattles, 32163 are indigenous and 3181 are Cross Breeds.  Buffaloe population is about 6863 numbers,  Pigs(11112)  and  Goats (841).  Sheeps are less in number (31).  Poultry population is 84282.
3. Infrastructure Facilities:  

a. Power :  The main sources from which power is generated in Kodagu district is Sharavathi Hydro Electric Project.   There are two power receiving stations in Madikeri taluk namely, Madikeri and Murnadu. 67 villages are electrified in Madikeri taluk .
b. Water: The taluk receives heavy rainfall during June to September and normal rainfall of the taluk is 4398 mm.  The taluk has 133 normal rainy days.

c. Transport 
i. Roads : The taluk has roads of total length 2489.00 kms, out of which state highway constitutes 124 kms.  State high ways passing through the taluk include,  Mysore- Bantwal Road, Sakleshpur-Somawarpet-Madikeri–Virajpet Road,  Madikeri-Makutta Road.

Condition of roads in this taluk is not satisfactory.   Improvement is required in this regard to enable the smooth movement of men and material, which will further promote the industrial sector of this region. There are 4 major Bridges in the taluk.

ii. Railways : There is no railway line in this taluk

iii. Air Port: There is no air port in this taluk
iv. Sea Port:  There is no Sea port in this taluk

d. Tele-Communications: BSNL –There are 21 Telephone Exchanges, 14565 Land lines in the taluk.

e. Industrial Areas and Sheds
i. KSSIDC Sheds: There is one  industrial estate in Madikeri taluk developed by KSSIDC.

ii. KIADB Industrial Area:  No Industrial Areas are developed by KIADB in Madikeri taluk.  

f. Financial Institutions:   There are 29 commercial banks, 8 rural bank branches, 4 Co-operative banks and one Primary Land Development bank operating in the taluk. 

g. Handloom and Textiles Department:  No Handloom units are working in the taluk .

h. Agriculture Marketing: . There is one regulated market in Madikeri taluk.
i. Educational facilities: There are 151 Primary Schools, 31 High Schools, 12 PU colleges and 3 General Colleges in the taluk.  There are no Polytechnics , Engineering College, Medical College, dental College etc in the taluk.  
j. Health & Family Welfare: The taluk is having 2 Allopathic & 1 Indian System of Medicine Hospitals, 4 Private Nursing Homes & Hospitals and 5 Primary Health Centers. There is one Family Welfare Center located in the taluk providing good health care facilities.  There are 31 drug shops in the taluk. 

k. Security: The taluk is having 10 out post Police stations. The security in the taluk is well maintained.  The taluk is having 1 Fire Station.

l.Recreation: There are  2  permanent Cinema theatres in the taluk.  There are  good recreation facilities to all class and to all age of people.  The taluk is having good Indoor as well as Out door sports facilities.  
4. Industrial Scenario:. 

There is slow pace of industrialisation in the taluk due to the factors like lack of entrepreneurship , lack of industrial infrastructure, absence of large scale industries, absence of railway link etc. 

a. Status of Tiny/SSI units in the Taluk

As on 31.8.2005 there are 866 registered tiny and small scale industries in madikeri Taluk.  
Major industrial activities in the taluk are Coffee Roaster/Grinder(25), Flour Mill(26) Automobile Service(34), Ready made Garments(34), tailoring (29), Wooden furnitures(30), Beekeeping(21).

b. Khadi and Village Industries: 
There are 135 Khadi and Village industries in the taluk with a capital investment of 52.85 lakhs providing employment to 911 persons

c. Large, Medium, Multinational and Anchor Industries in the Taluk: There are no large or medium industries in Madikeri taluk.

5. Investment Oppurtunities and Potential Products/ Projetcs: 
a. Resource Based industries:  

Paddy is the major agricultural crop grown in this region. There is scope for few Beaten rice units, Rice flour Mill and Rice Rotti making units in the taluk.

Banana is the major type of fruit produced in the taluk.  Orange is the next major fruit crop.  Industries based on Orange and Banana are having scope in this taluk..  

Vegetables are grown very less in this region.  There is no scope for industries based on vegetables in this taluk.

Ginger is the major spice crop grown in the taluk.  Industries based on Ginger is having much scope in this taluk.

Coffee is the major plantation crop in this region.   Industries based on coffee are having scope in this taluk.

The taluk has plenty of forest resources like bamboo and cane.   Handicraft items based on Bamboo and Cane can be promoted.  Wooden beehives boxes can also be encouraged   

Due to the availability of large quantity of Timber in this taluk,  there is scope for developing wooden furniture and allied wooden articles.

Since agricultural waste is available in plenty in this region, fuel briquette units can be promoted in this region.   Vermi compost units also can be promoted  in this region. 

Medical and Aromatic plants can be cultivated in this region by utilizing the land available which can be a source of raw material for ayurvedic medicines having both local and export market.

Piggery and Poultry feed units are the allied activities that can be promoted in this region.

b. Demand Based Industries: 

Due to the presence of tourist places, there is demand for food items like mixtures, chips,  pickles, sweets etc.   Bakery items like bread, biscuit, bun, cakes and related items are having demand in local markets.

 With increasing standard of living in the taluk,  there is demand for mixies, grinders, washing machines air coolers, fans, etc. and in turn demand for accessories like switch boards, chokes, capacitors, plugs, cords, switches, uninterrupted power supply.  Demand for this products will again increase due to boom in housing construction activity.  

Computers and  mobile phones have become common every where which generates demand for hardware related services.

Engineering Industries for the manufacture of agriculture implements, coffee processing machinery are also having good scope in this region. 

Since the taluk is rich in Coffee plantation and agriculture, servicing units like diesel engine servicing , repair and service of Pumps and general fabrication units can be promoted. 

Cold storages can be promoted in the taluk to preserve the perishable items like fruits which are plenty in this taluk. 

The taluk has attractive tourist spots like Thalacauvery situated on the eastern slope of Brahmagiri peak which is believed to be the place of origin of river Cauvery, Bhagamandala, known for temples, Madikeri which is a picturesque hill town known for the fort of former rulers, Abby falls a natural waterfall 8 kms. from Madikeri.   There is much scope for tourism activities in this region.  Tourism related activities that can be developed in this region are Naturopathy Clinics, Health Clubs, Trucking, Rock Climbing etc.  Other activities include Way side Dhabhas, Way side Facilities etc.

LIST OF THRUST INDUSTRRIES FOR MADIKERI TALUK

I. RESOURCE BASED INDUSTRIES

a) Agro Based Industries

1. Coffee Processing

2. Flour Mill

3. Fruit Processing

4. Bee Keeping / Honey Extraction

5. Spice Processing

6. Ginger Processing

7. Beaten Rice Manufacturing 

b) Wood based

1. Wooden Furniture/Bee Box Manufacturing

2. Coffee stump/handicraft items

3. Cane and Bamboo works

II. DEMAND BASED INDUSTRIES

a) Food  Based

1. Bakery Products

2. Aerated water
b) Construction 

1. Cement Hallow Blocks

2. Mosaic Tiles

c)  General Engineering

1. Steel Furniture Manufacturing

2. Agriculture implements

d) Chemical

1. Wax Candle

2. Lime Powder

e) Automobile

1. Automobile Repair/servicing
f) Printing & Stationery 

1. Printing and book binding

g) Rubber and Plastics

1. Tyre tube vulcanizing

2. Tyre Retreading

3. HDPE Pipe Manufacturing

h) Job Work and Repairs

1. Electronic goods repair/service

2. IP Set Repair

3. Electric motor rewinding

i) Other Services

1. Photocopying

2. DTP

3. Auto Cushion work

4. Internet centre

j)  Miscellaneous

1. Cold Storage

2. Vermi culture

3. Bio-mass briquette 

6.  Special advantages of the taluk: 

· Availability for natural resources such as Agro and Forest resources 

· Availability of water

· Presence of  Tourist spots 
